n Probmg into the secretive world
of consular affairs and security -
intelligence operations for- Maher
Arar and Monia Mazigh hasn’t .~
been easy, and Ken Rubin does
investigative research all the time.,

By KEN RUBIN

s the éu/ (3 ty egmd closedb door 7
meetings of the Arar Inquiry wrap

up phase one, I want to tell you about

some of the Access to Information Act

\

work 1 did on behalf of Maher Arar and. ™
Monia Mazigh on an unpaid pubhc serv-

ice basis and the impact this research
work had on the hearings,

I'began work in May 2003, before the-l- .

- Arar Inquiry was ofﬁcxallycalled by the
federal government in late January 2004 " -
which was called to look into'the role of -
Canadian officials in the U.S. detainment
of Maher Arar in September 2002 and his.

deportation to Syria, Arar, a Syrian born' .

Canadian, was arrested in NewYork in™
2002 and deported back to Syra as a ter-. -
rorist suspect. Arar says he was tortured
by Syrian military intelligence officers '
until he made false statements that he *

received al-Qaeda training in Afghanistan.

Some of the information that [ uncov-.
ered and opened up, publicly, came out in
- the Arar' Inquiry. This included information

tacted-and consulted by U.S: athorities on
Mr. Arar's detention and before’his deporta-

. tion to Syria, It included.information that..
‘Canadian officials had been‘meeting and
were in contact with Syrian military i mtelh-
gence during Mr. Arar’s. impnsonment

Those glimpses it the secretive. world )

of consular affairs and.security intelli:*

many still unanswered..
Access documents also pubhcly revealed

for the first time the PM’s appeal to the Syr- .’

ian President for Arar’s release from. Syria,
as well as information that Canadians trav-
 élling abroad, not just dual nationals, could..
be vulnerable to“rendition”practices, ..
" Another revelation revealed at the: .,

. inquiry is'that Mr. Arar’s hame appeared ..
on a border look-out watch list before his. .

. to Syrid, as well s the handwritten. noies

uncovered indicated poor acesuntability

practices, including the fact that then phmé ’

Immster Jean Chrénen was not totall

e e e e kst 0 S s .

“access docwments alive and,

. the focus too.on missing. documentatior
. “gaps and exemption claimg made,
gence operations raised many quesnons. o

informed, early on, about the detention and

"deportation of Mr. Arer. This information

and efforts to prevent the timely and more
extensive release of dafa may well have
helped start the campaign to call the inquiry.
One underlying’ problem intryingto .

+ uncover information has been the continy-
_ altightening up of what information was

released. Sometimes the excuse was that
the inquiry needed the information first,
Certainly, the brdad national security
confidentiality claims put forward once the
Maher Arar Inquiry staited did not encour-

- age federal officials to meet or to live up to:3,

their obligahons to release more info

.. tioh ynderthe Access tg Information Act. e
Th squietmg and unacceptable gov:

ernment campaign to-cover its tracks . -

needs examination, It reminds me of situa- "’
tions experienced at othei

" Sometimes, more doc N
released under the: access ‘route than to the

inquiry but’still this” ‘was fiot’ enough Offi~
- cials often complained that'sitch releases - -
" were unwarranted and interfered with

their national.security agenda. .
What stéinds out, however, i$ that e

. govemment has overwhelming resources .
-in documentation control and presemauon

which is not too conducive: to getting to:

" the bottom of this case, or for that matter,

othérs.The government's efforts to control

" documentation and presentation have -
 been significantly one-sided a7id the gov- - -
*: " ernment’s force has been directed,in a"

., most unprecedented fashion, at greatly ..
-confirming that the Mounties had been con- i°

Increasing Ottawa's'secrec
Hearing witnesses te

practices.. .’
helps brmg

+ es:questions:aboyt: mgmmesses states:

ments, Written docunientation, at least the 7

documents known andsubject to-cross
. examination in public.at the inquiry, puts

But travelling qn this accessrouteT)

- been frustrated by how exceedingly- seére-

tive this investigation ¢hatinel really.is; "

- However,'at fimes, it has; baen a useful-
-information avenue for M.
- get'at the facts separate fx'om the Comm:s- .
. sion of Inquiry. -+ ]

. Arat’s quest to

And that que‘t is not yet over There

++ " have been numerous. complairits launched

with the Information Commissioner. of

.+ Canada and access to information requests
- detention in New York City and deportation - esss,

are still being made, incfuding into the
CSE'stolé on this file.”
"Thé Afay Inquiry; like the omery
Inquiry, should seek public fnpit.and
eview Ottawa's none—too-pésitxve ‘trans-
drency habits, It would:bé wseful if the ;-

- -Arar Inguiry ‘devoted & separate reporung .
. chapter into understanding and describing :}
< the dxfﬂculties encounte;ed inthe docu . :

at times, rais.’ i

mentation, collection, use and disclosure

process; this includes the improper with- -

holding of records, the leaking of records
and delayed disclosures.The inquiry * * |
should include a closer look at the role
that the Privy‘Council Office and the-Jus.

" tice Department played in events sur-
rounding Mr, Arar and tbe'resultmg dam- o

age control undertaken.

Meanwhile, in a previcus Hill Times
article (Oct. 4, 2004 ) in regard to Mr, -
Arar's suitcase coming home from New

- advocate,’

[

Workmg on Arar Inqulry and’ promng 1nto some serlous
government secrecy still raises unanswered questions

" Yérk City where he was initially detained .

months before he did from Syria, I put it-

" that,“Getting to the bottom of all the cir-
. cumstances—-what happened to Mr, Arar
' and; yes, his suitcase, is proving difficult..

Too many people with too much luggage

- want the truth buried.” And therein lies the
transparency. challenge.
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