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IBERALS AFTER 1 YEAR

Not much

tra ;.;-sparency

ethe talk

Public’s right‘to know still hits

; "hurdle's’ writes Ken Rubin.
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Jus!_m Trudeau enticed many with his transpar-
en -y talk dur_mgthe 2015 eleetzon campa.lgn

geveminenﬂs preposed upda‘te.t (_Ja;:lada’
ss,fo Infbrmauan Act wﬂl

Some suggested technical ﬁxes such as grvmg

1 the information commissioner order-making

powers and enabling some public interest over-

| rides would help but wouldn’t end the secrecy.

There will still be delaysin record release and
not much disclosed. :

Further, the prime minister and his public
safety and Treasury Board ministers are mak-
ing it clear that they will create more exempt
records and cut'off independent information
commission review in matters claimed as
national security. That coutd mean the public
never knowing about what mass surveillance
means and what intercept systems are in place.

Expectations for better transparency remain
low. For instance, the missing and murdered
mdlgenous women'’s inquiry can expect little
in the way of specific record disclosure and -
answers. Federal-provincial-territorial d:scus-
sions on carbon pricing and climate change
measures, on future health-care funding and
delivery, and on pension reformand flmdmg are
hardly being made public. -

There are no breakthroughs that: allow pubhc
employees now to freelydlscuss government
findings or that encourage full-blown-pitblic - -
consultations. As well, expectations are lowthat
broken record—mformatlon management sys- -
tems will be fixed to assistingenerating regular. -
computer-readable instant disclosures. The:
latest example: The costly failing of the Phoenix -
payment system has had devastating eﬁects
that have only partly beenrevealed.

Would it not héve been something lfthe
primeminister in Year Lhad introduced =
meaningful public-right-to-knowlegislation
as his priority? He could have constructively
asked Parliament, as well, to review the secrecy
barriers to disclosure in other federal legisla-
tion and opened an initiative to reach proactive
disclosure agreements with the provinces and
territories.

Now it will only get harder to change secrecy

* habits that are so deeplye entrenched in existing
. legislation and attitudes.

Trudeau’s first year in power hasimade many
Canadians believe that we-are living with a
warmer, somewhat more engaged government.
But for Trudeau to keep saying he is com-
mitted to tanspareney is deceptive when his
government is not releasing manyrecords.and
not planning to.actzvel sclose muchmore

information.
Ken Rubinisa Iongﬁme user cmd cnnc of access-to-

information legislation. Reach him via kenrubin.ca.



